Dosage calculation testing for competency in ambulatory care.
The scope of services provided by the Staff Development Department or clinical educators in healthcare settings includes, but is not limited to, employee orientation, continuing education, and competency assessment. The critical issue of ascertaining competency of nursing staff in medication dosage calculation encompasses each of these functions. The authors describe the process of pilot testing a dosage calculation test in an ambulatory care setting, adapting it based on feedback, using it with orientees and current staff, and using the educational process with nurses needing assistance in dosage calculation.